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March 4, 2015 

 

 

To the Evanston Preservation Commission 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

The Southeast Evanston Association (SEA) urges that the Preservation Commission and City 

Staff do further negotiation with Northwestern University on its proposal to subdivide its East 

Campus before the Commission recommends to the City Council that it approve the proposal.   

 

For over 50 years, SEA has served as a watchdog and advocate for the residents of Southeast 

Evanston, playing an integral role in our community by creating coalitions, engaging elected 

officials, working for both constructive change and prudent preservation, and speaking out on 

behalf of our members and the citizens of our city. 

 

The updated proposal in this evening’s packet is a considerable improvement over 

Northwestern’s original proposal, but still falls short of what we believe to be acceptable, even if 

City Staff’s current set of conditions are incorporated.  

 

We make three observations:   

 

First:  Many of the City’s Standards for Review of Applications for Subdivisions reference 

protecting and preserving “the landmark, or area, property, structure site, or object”.  

Northwestern’s response to these standards continues to refer almost exclusively to landmarked 

buildings and their very immediate surroundings, with little consideration of the areas, 

properties, structure sites, or objects that form the context of the landmarks.  

 

Second:  City Staff’s recommendation regarding Standard (b) notes that Northwestern’s 

Framework Plan does not provide enough information, particularly about the design of new 

structures.  However, under this recommendation the Commission would have no role regarding 

areas outside of lots with landmarked buildings other than to provide “feedback” to 

Northwestern.  “Feedback” is not oversight and in its current form, this recommendation 

includes no obligation for Northwestern to pay any attention to the Commission’s feedback. 

 

Third:  City Staff’s recommendation regarding Standard (c) discusses preventing the obstruction 

of views of landmarked building only from the perspective of Sheridan Road.  Sheridan Road is 

clearly important, but it is not the only public road on the East Campus.  For example, Lincoln 

Street is the northern boundary of the area under consideration, and Garrett Place is in the 
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middle.  We believe that these other public roads should be given the same consideration as 

Sheridan Road.  

 

Finally, we continue to wonder why Northwestern feels it needs the relief it proposes unless it 

has the intention of doing construction, alteration, or demolition that would not otherwise pass 

the Preservation Commission’s scrutiny.  Members of the Commission have already stated that, 

from the Commission’s perspective, the work to review and approve Northwestern’s projects is 

not burdensome. 

 

We therefore urge the Preservation Commission and City Staff to continue the discussion with 

Northwestern to craft a proposal that responds to the concerns we have stated, before 

recommending its approval to the City Council. 

 

As always, thank you for your service to the City of Evanston and for your good work. 

 

 

Sincerely 

 

SOUTHEAST EVANSTON ASSOCIATION 

 

 

 

Richard J. Weiland 

Vice President 


