
 

 
 
 
 

Date:    April 20, 2012 
  
To:     Planning and Development Committee, Evanston City Council 
 
Subject:   Bed and Breakfast Ordinance 
 
On behalf of its members and area residents, the Southeast Evanston Association has followed the 
development of a revised Bed and Breakfast Ordinance and its progress through the Plan Commission.  
SEA has no intrinsic opposition to B&Bs in Southeast Evanston and supports most of the Commission’s 
recommendations as they currently stand.  However, there are four issues that concern us:   
 

1. Ownership:  We believe it is vital for a B&B to be operated by a resident owner who has a 
majority interest in the B&B.  Such requirement helps to ensure that the owner/operator has a 
residential stake in Evanston as well as a commercial one.   
 

2. Density:  The Plan Commission’s B&B sub-committee originally recommended a minimum 
distance of 900 feet between B&B establishments.  We strongly support a requirement on 
minimum distance, since B&Bs will, by necessity, bring a certain amount of commercial use into 
a residential neighborhood.   A required separation will help avoid a concentration of B&Bs on a 
single block and limit the effects of commercial uses on a small residential area. 

 
3. Special events:  Parties, weddings, and other similar events can involve a large number of people, 

cars, service vehicles, and, of course, music and noise.  While residential neighbors host the 
occasional wedding reception or party, a commercial establishment’s ability to host events every 
week or weekend can have a substantial negative impact on neighbors.  We ask the Committee to 
consider this and limit the number of events accordingly.  

 
4. Parking:  The Plan Commission has recommended three types of allowable parking for B&Bs: 

on-site; leased off-site; and on the street.  In many neighborhoods, this use of street parking can 
seriously impact homeowner parking.  Again, where a B&B is being located in an existing 
residential neighborhood, it seems fair to limit the negative effects on neighbors.  We strongly 
recommend limiting B&B parking to on-site and leased off-site only.  

 
We shape our future through zoning, and we believe that these provisions will help protect our residential 
community.  Thank you for your consideration.    
 
Sincerely, 
 
SOUTHEAST EVANSTON ASSOCIATION 
 
 
 
Richard J. Weiland, President 
president@southeastevanston.org  


